


The Open Door: A Guest Book
Visitors to Yorktown 1915-1945

Preserved by the Yorktown Preservation Society
2018

Conway Howard Sheild bought the house on Main Street in Yorktown for $500 in
1901 just as Yorktown was recovering from the Reconstruction Period after the Civil War.
The property has been continuously owned by the Shield family since then.

In 1921, the Virginia Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities
designated Mrs. Sheild to organize a branch in Yorktown. During an evening meeting at the
home of Mr. And Mrs. Conway Sheild on February 18, 1921, the Yorktown Branch of the
APVA was created. Mrs. Sheild continued to direct it from 1921 to 1946. During that time,
she acted as Yorktown’s hostess by welcoming Yorktown visitors to her home and asking them
sign her Guest Book. The Guest Book included the signatures of many distinguished visitors
including President and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, President and Mrs. Warren G. Harding,
Franklin Roosevelt, President Herbert Hoover, Eleanor Roosevelt and Shirley Temple.

The home has been occupied by generations of Mrs. Sheild’s family
until 2015 when most of the items in the home were sold for auction,
but Granddaughter Letty Best kept the Guest Book. Over 100 years
after the first Guest Book entry, the Yorktown Preservation Society,
a continuation of the APVA begun by Mrs. Sheild in 1921, has made
the Guest Book available to historians who will now be able to see
the names of those who visited Yorktown during WWI (the building
of the Naval Weapons Station) and the beginning of WWII.

Yorktown has been well know for its history as a port
colony during the colonial period, the site of the Victory in the

Mrs. Conway H. . : g " . e
(Catherine S.) Sheild ~ Revolutionary War, and its occupation by Union Forces in the Civil

Directress of the APVA  War, but now Mrs. Sheild’s Guest Book gives us evidence of the
from 1921 to 1946 role that it played in the preparation for WWI and WWII as well.
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Gbe Open Door
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A friend is arare book, of which but
one copy is made.
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2\ Friendshbip multiplies joys and
L 5 divides griefs.
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Friendsbip is love witbout wings
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Above our life we love a steadfast friend.
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An ounce of mirtb is wortb a pound
of sorrvow
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